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true Siberian break 1'ust," ho added, with a smile at
our astonishment,

Never shall I Forget that uftoruoon, The place
rooked with the fumes of tobacco and spirits,
mingled with a sickening smell of fresh and salt
fish. Though baivly throe oVIock in the afternoon,
half the moil were intoxicated, alternately singing,
fighting, and drinking. OliorkotK, I sun bound to
Hay, looked ashamed of his guoflfca, <<i$ well he might.
The bright HUH Hfrenming in on their drink-heated
fact*! and disordered <hvss was not a pretty npectacle.

Littlo Mudamo B------9 a native of Moscow, confided

to mo, with (ears in her oyca, what a dog's life it
wiw fur a woman. 1 sinc5ui(oly pitied her. It seemed
hard that ono of her refined taste and ideas should
be condemned to live in such u human Zoological
(Jim luu.

The tarantasti urrivuci about ibur o'clock, much
to our relief, si ml wo commenced to take leave of
our hosts. I way commoncod, for tho operation
lasted <|iiite fhreo-quarters of an hour, \ve having
to drink u tfluMtf of vodka woparately with each
man.

This ordeal own', wo descended on either side
of OherkolT, the entire party following, to the
burruck-Miuan1. whuro tho whole company of Cos-
Hacks WHH (imwn up in lino, llpon our appearance
nil struck up u hymn which, upon any other occasion,
I could have lUtunnd fo with pleasure^ but which,
now that I felt it made another hour of delay,
bored me beyond measure* The song finished, a
aorgount upfmuiohcid us*, bearing in each hand a*
huge lumbiur of vodka. *' One of you must driak
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